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I. Introduction

Communion of Saints is 
dependent upon the four marks 
of the Church:

One 

Holy

 Catholic

 Apostolic



II. Body. Communion (Etymological Definition)

 From Latin communionem (nominative communio)
"fellowship, mutual participation, a sharing," used in
late Latin ecclesiastical language for "participation in
the sacrament," from communis "common, general"

 Used by Augustine, in belief that the word was derived
from com- "with, together" + unus "oneness, union."



Communion of Saints has two meanings:

1. Communion of Holy or
Spiritual things (sancta)

2. Communion of Holy Persons
(sancti)



1. Communion of Holy or Spiritual things 
(sancta)

 Communion in the faith

The faith of the faithful
is the faith of the Church,
received from the apostles.
Faith is a treasure of life which
is enriched by being shared.
(CCC 949)



1. Communion of Holy or Spiritual 
things (sancta)

 Communion of the Sacraments
The fruit of all the sacraments

belongs to all the faithful. All the sacraments
are sacred links uniting the faithful with one
another and binding them to Jesus Christ,
and above all Baptism, the gate by which we
enter into the Church. the communion of
saints must be understood as the communion
of the sacraments.... the name 'communion'
can be applied to all of them, for they unite us
to God.... But this name is better suited to the
Eucharist than to any other, because it is
primarily the Eucharist that brings this
communion about. (CCC 950)



1. Communion of Holy or Spiritual 
things (sancta)

 Communion of Charisms

Within the communion
of the Church, the Holy Spirit
"distributes special graces
among the faithful of every
rank" for the building up of the
Church. Now, "to each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. (CCC
951)



1. Communion of Holy or Spiritual 
things (sancta)
 Communion in Charity

 A Christian is a steward of the Lord’s goods. (CCC 952)

 None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.

 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it.

 Charity does not insist on its own way.

 In this solidarity with all men, living or dead, which is 
founded on the communion of saints, the least of our acts 
done in charity redounds to the profit of all. Every sin harms 
this communion. (CCC 953)



2. Communion of Holy People (sancti)

 Communion of saints refers to
the bond of unity among all
believers, both living and
dead, who are or have been
committed followers of Jesus
Christ.

 In the eyes of God, in eternity,
the distinction between His
People who are "living" or
who are "dead" is not at all
important.



2. Communion of Holy People (sancti)

A. Biblical Basis
 Mark 9:4

Then Elijah appeared to them along with
Moses, and they were conversing with Jesus.

 Mark 12:26-27
"As for the dead being raised, have you not read in

the Book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God
told him, 'I am the God of Abraham, (the) God of Isaac, and
(the) God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead but of the
living. You are greatly misled."

 Luke 23:43
He replied to him (the crucified thief) "Amen, I say

to you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

 Romans 12:5
... so we, though many, are one body in Christ and

individually parts of one another.



2. Communion of Holy People (sancti)

B. The Three States of the
Church

When the Lord comes in
glory, and all His angels with him,
death will be no more and all
things will be subject to him. But
at the present time some of His
disciples are pilgrims on earth.
Others have died and are being
purified, while still others are in
glory, contemplating ‘in full light,
God Himself triune and one,
exactly as He is.’ (Lumen Gentium,
#49)



B. The Three States of the Church

 Church Militant – those of us
on earth still waging battle
against the flesh, the world
and Satan.

 Church Suffering – those in
purgatory who are making
final expatiation for their sins.

 Church Triumphant – those in
heaven who have received their
full reward. Only a small
fraction of those saints in
heaven have been officially
recognized for the sanctity.



1. Church Militant or Pilgrim Church

 Our Unity is thru
 Love
 Carrying Each other’s burdens
 Called to serve
 Prayer

 Capable for Intercessory Prayer
 Long part of our religious heritage
 Leaders and prophets in the Old Testament 

pray for God’s people
 Jesus prayed for His disciples
 Jesus says to pray for one another even for 

our enemies
 St. Paul’s example in Rom 1:9
 God knows how often I pray for you. Day and 

night I bring you and your needs in prayer to 
God, whom I serve with all my heartby 
spreading the Good News about his Son.

 Prayers of the faithful at Mass



2. Church Suffering or Church Penitent

 Pope Leo X in his papal 
bull Exsurge Domine (Arise, O 
Lord) on June 15, 1520 
emphasizes that scripture is 
sufficient to prove the existence 
of Purgatory.

 Old Testament
 2 Maccabees 12:46:

 It is therefore a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for 
the dead, that they may be 
loosed from sins.

http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo10/l10exdom.htm
http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=46&ch=12&l=46


2. Church Suffering or Church Penitent

 New Testament

 1 Peter 1:6-7

 Wherein you shall greatly rejoice, if
now you must be for a little time
made sorrowful in diverse
temptations: That the trial of your
faith (much more precious than
gold which is tried by the fire) may
be found unto praise and glory and
honour at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.

http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=67&ch=1&l=6


2. Church Suffering or Church Penitent

 New Testament
 Every man's work shall be

manifest; for the day of the
Lord shall declare it, because it
shall be revealed in fire; and
the fire shall try every man's
work, of what sort it is. If any
man's work abide, which he
hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. If any man's
work burn, he shall suffer loss;
but he himself shall be saved,
yet so as by fire.



2. Church Suffering or Church Penitent

 Everyone in purgatory will
eventually be in heaven.

 We can help them to get to
heaven sooner by praying
for them, offering sacrifices
for them and having
Masses said for them.

 They can also pray for us
but cannot merit for
themselves



3. Church Triumphant

 The Role of the Saints
 The saints are presented to believers 

as role models whose lives are 
worthy to be imitated. 
 Hebrews 6:12 

 ... so that you may not become 
sluggish, but imitators of 
those who, through faith and 
patience, are inheriting the 
promises. 

 Hebrews 12:1 

 Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us 
rid ourselves of every burden 
and sin that clings to us and 
persevere in running the race 
that lies before us.



3. Church Triumphant
 The Intercession of the Saints

 As part of their belief in the role 
of the saints as professed in the 
Apostles Creed, Catholic 
Christians petition the 
intercession of the saints. The 
apostle Paul frequently asked 
other fellow believers in Jesus to 
pray for him. 

 Colossians 4:3 
 At the same time, pray for us, 

too, that God may open a door 
to us for the word, to speak of 
the mystery of  Christ, for 
which I am in prison. 

 Romans 15:30 
 ... join me in the struggle by 

your prayers to God on my 
behalf.



3. Church Triumphant

 Praying to the Saints / Praying for the Dead
 Christians from the earliest centuries of the

Church have expressed their communion with
those who have died by praying for the dead.
Inscriptions in the Roman catacombs indicate
that the early Christians honored and prayed
for their deceased relatives and friends.

 Tertullian (211)
 Wrote that Christians offered prayer and the

Eucharist for the deceased on the
anniversaries of their death.

 St. Augustine (354 - 430)
 Neither are the souls of the pious dead

separated from the Church, which even now
is the Kingdom of Christ. Otherwise there
would be no remembrance of them at the
altar of God in the communication of the
Body of Christ.



3. Church Triumphant

If the prayers of certain
Christians here on earth seem
to possess special power
because of their great faith
witness or holiness, how much
more powerful and effective
might not the prayers of
those of the communion of
saints in heaven who are fully
united to God.


